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  The Steering 
Wheel 

 

 

 

Model A Club, Victoria TX Our March Meeting 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our hosts 

Anita booking our next meeting at The Victoria 

Public Library 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

03.06.2024 The gang & cars at Wednesday’s tall tales & coffee at the Nursery store. 

         

   

 

     

 

  

  

 

Our March Meeting 03.10.2024 

   

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cars & Coffee Saturday morning 03.13.2024 

  

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

Bill Spellacy’s 1930 Model 

A Roadster is a fine-looking 

car! 

Anita & David touring with the Alamo As 03.17.2024 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday morning coffee 03.20.2024 

    

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 
Gary's Model A saved the club  

 
 

 

I see Gary, Willie, Joanne, congratulations to the Houston Model A Club 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday morning coffee 03.27.2024 

      

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

I wonder what Gary is opening  

Gary East debuted his 1953 Chevy PU 3100  and my favorite Gary Spellacy’s Mustang 

 
It’s a joke, people! 

Mark your calendar, Saturday May 11, we will meet David Harris at Goliad Market Days, he will lead us to 

his place in Berclair for hamburgers. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Under the Hood with……your Prez, Ron Albert 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Hello Model- A Club Members,  
 

I hope everybody is enjoying the spring like and unusual weather. I am 

looking forward to a fun April as we have the Poor Boy Tour coming up next 

weekend on the 4th, 5th, and 6th.Hope to see some of our members there.  
 

Also, our Tour Director Willie Sanders has planned a tour for us on May 11th, 

we will meet David Harris in Goliad at Market Days, and he will lead us to 

his place in Berclair Texas. Looking forward to a fun time. 

 

Take care of yourself and others and have a fun day with your Model-A 

 

Sincerely, 

Ron Albert 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

See you all soon, 
Ron Albert 

  

 

April 5,6,7 – 54th Poor Boy Tour – 
         Gonzales, TX Hosted by The Alamo A’s 

April 13 - Regular Meeting (moved to Saturday) 
         3pm Victoria Public Library 
April 15 – Tax Day 
April 24-27 – Pate Swap Meet  
May 11 – Tour to David Harris Ranch in Berclair 

Watch emails for any changes or additions.  

 

 

 

Calendar of Events – Subject to change 
 
 
 
 

 

April Birthdays 

 

April Anniversaries 
Bob & Wilma Ferry 4/10 

Gary & Gail Henrichs 4/10 

James & Chris Kasper 4/12 

 
If I have missed your birthday or anniversary, please let me know 

 email nkw348@gmail.com 

 

 Patsy Brett  8/1 

Sam Jackson  8/8 

LeeAnn Spitzenberger 8/14 

Betty East  8/15 

David Harris  8/17 

Heidi Jackson  8/27 

 

 

 

 

PRESIDENT 

Ron Albert 

956-378-1740 

elizenaalbert@gmail.com 

    VICE-PRESIDENT 

Gary Henrichs 

 361/575-4635 

gghenrichs@suddenlink.net 

SECRETARY 

Chris Kasper 

361-649-1145 

j.kasper59@yahoo.com 

TREASURER 

Wilma Ferry 

 261.218.2194 

wilma@miosjournal.org 

 

 

 

TOUR CHAIRMAN 

Willie Sanders 

361-648-9450 

williesanders945@gmail.com 

SUNSHINE LADY 

Nena Albert 

361-220-6320 

elizenaalbert@gmail.com 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Nancy Whiddon 

361-648-1961 

nkw348@gmail.com 

Victori-A’s Website: 

https://www.victoriamodelaclub.com/ 

Webmaster:  Anita Harris 

361-815-2335 

aeharris68@gmail.com 

MOTTO:  A society which is 

dedicated to the 

restoration and 

preservation of the Model 

A Ford as manufactured 

from 1928 through 1931.  
 

 

Model A Ford Club of America, 250 S. Cypress St. La Habra, California 90631 
 

Some information contained in 

our newsletter may have been 

reprinted from other newsletters; 

we thank and acknowledge them. 

OFFICERS AND CHAIRPERSONS - 2024 
 

Our newsletters are available on our website https://www.victoriamodelaclub.com/ 

Like us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/VictoriAsFordModelAClub 

 

 

 
 

Wilma Ferry  4/01 

James Kasper  4/12 

Steve Whiddon  4/24 

 

 
The first Ford Model A was built on 

 

 

 

 
Our newsletters are available on our website https://www.victoriamodelaclub.com/ 

Like us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/VictoriAsFordModelAClub 

 

The first Ford Model A was built 

on October 30, 1927, and the last 

was built on April 20, 1932. 
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Minutes of Meeting 

VictoriA’s Model A Ford Club 

March 10, 2024 @Ferry Home 

 

Attendees:        Bob and Wilma Ferry 

                          Steve and Nancy Whiddon 

   David and Anita Harris 

   Gary and Gail Henrichs 

   Willie Sanders and Joanne Shaffer 

   Gary and Betty East 

5:15 pm - Hostess Wilma Ferry announced that the food was ready, so Willie Sanders offered the prayer and led 

the pledge. The meal was a potluck with members bringing the food.  

 

6:10 pm - In the absence of President Ron Albert, Vice President Gary Henrichs called the meeting to order. 

Since the secretary was absent, Gary suspended the reading of the minutes and asked if there were any additions 

or corrections, and since there were none, Willie made a motion to accept the minutes of the February meeting 

as printed in the newsletter, and Bob seconded. The motion passed.  

 

Treasurer’s Report – Wilma reported she had received more dues, and that was the only deposit. Nancy 

Whiddon added that she and Wilma are finalizing the new roster and will be sending it out as soon as they hear 

from the last few members who have not joined for this year. Wilma asked Gary if he had received any 

correspondence from those who have been contacted about membership, but nothing has come in. David Harris 

made a motion to accept the report, and Willie seconded it. Motion passed.  

 

New Business – Anita Harris has added the Poor Boy Tour registration form on the website. Willie read a letter 

from the Richters with Alamo A’s asking for a head count since we are only 26 days out from the Gonzales tour 

and discussed that the host hotel is full, but the Best Western across the street has trailer parking.  

 

Old Business - David Harris brought up the topic first discussed last meeting about the meeting space and 

meals at the Ferrys, and even though it is so generous of them to offer a quiet place for the meetings and asking 

their son to cook for us, some members feel the location is just too far out for them to come. Others brought up 

the fact that the club cannot afford catered meals, and the members did not feel comfortable paying for the cost 

of catering based on meals planned versus attendance, which has been low this year. Several ideas were 

presented, such as changing the day and time of the meeting, and Anita gave her report on using the Victoria 

Public Library’s free meeting rooms as an alternative. Since the library is not open on Sunday, she checked the 

availability of Saturday, April 13th and trying a new meeting time of 3 pm with no meal involved. This will be a 

trial run for this new meeting format, and if the club agrees to this new arrangement, she can book the room for 

a total of 6 times a year. Nancy pointed out that since it will begin in April, and we will have the December 

meeting/Christmas party at a restaurant, we will only have to find a few other meeting places, and they could be 

tied to an outing or a tour. The overall consensus was to try this next meeting and see how it goes. The meeting 

will be held at the library, and then members can travel to Dairy Queen or another designated place for a snack, 

eliminating the need for food to be brought in.  

 

Tours: Tour Chairman Willie said he has several ideas for places to go for a tour, but he is waiting on dates 

from those offering a place. He explained the difference between a meet and a tour, and he emphasized that he 

is only interested in heading tours where members can drive their Model A’s for a distance run instead of just 

meeting for a meal or an event.  

Willie had received a question from the Austin club about who is responsible for the Autumn tour, and a 

discussion followed. Since our club planned the last tour that got cancelled due to weather, Willie expressed his 

Minutes of the March 10, 2024, Meeting 



opinion that the Austin club should be in charge this year. Gary Henrichs suggested that the decision be tabled 

until the presidents of the two remaining clubs involved in this tour discuss the options.  

 
Willie listed the participants of the Poor Boy Tour as 4 clubs: 

 San Antonio 

 Houston  

 Piney Woods 

 Victoria 

but stated that the Autumn tour is down to only 2 clubs, Victoria, and Austin.  

 

Sunshine Report: Since Nena Albert was not present, Wilma reminded members present of the Welcome 

Home Party for former president and member James Kasper, who has been in Houston for medical treatments 

for some time and is now home. The party will be Friday, March 15th, at the Albert home, starting at 6 pm.  

 

6:55 pm - Since no one else had business to bring before the club, Gary Henrichs called for a motion to adjourn, 

seconded by Joanne. Motion passed.  

 

Respectfully submitted by Betty East in the absence of Secretary Chris Kasper.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Chris & James, welcome home James from cancer treatments at MD Anderson, we love you! 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Chapter Report 
 

Ron & Nena Albert were presented with our Annual Rotating Award, The 

Steering Wheel, for helping to steer our club in the right direction. Ron is 

our current, second year Club President, Nena is our Sunshine Lady. 

Presenting the award is our Vice President Gary Heinrichs. We just 

finished sponsoring the annual Poor Boy Tour to La Grange TX. We were 

host to three other clubs. We enjoyed driving the back roads of that area; 

visiting the Bandy Car Collection in Plum TX; spending time in 

Smithville TX. 
 

Nancy Whiddon 

Victori-A’s Model A Ford Club Victoria, TX  
 

What you should see in the July/August issue of Model “A” News 

 

 

Chapter Report 
 

Here in Victoria the Veterans Day Parade was cancelled 

due to weather. We did participate in the Victoria 

Lighted Christmas Parade and enjoyed dinner together 

afterwards along with our local Antique Car Club. We 

enjoyed a lively Christmas Party, auction, gift exchange. 

Vice President Gary Henrichs presented to our long-

time member Betty East our Annual Rotating Award, 

The Steering Wheel, for helping to steer our club in the 

right direction. 
 

Nancy Whiddon 

Victori-A’s Model A Ford Club 

Victoria, TX  
 

 

 

 
 

 
Thanks to all club members and friends for pictures and 

info, On the Road, The Flying Quail, The Ford Squeaks; 

Cowtown A for articles and information in this issue of 

our newsletter. 
 

 

What you should see in the March/April issue of The Restorer or Model “A” News 

 

 

 
 

 
2023 Dues 

Please pay your $20 local club dues to the Club Treasurer. 

Membership in the MAFCA or MARC is not mandatory to join the Victori-A’s, but we do 

encourage all members to join one or both. Application forms for these clubs can be obtained 

on their website as follows: MAFCA www.mafca.com ($50); MARC www.modelaford.org 

($50). You will receive all the national information and opportunities in the enjoyment of your 

Model A. You will also receive The Restorer magazine. (MAFCA) or Model A News magazine 
(marc). Membership does not require the actual possession of a Model “A,” but merely an 
interest in the club’s objectives, and a desire to take an active part in club activities. 
 

2024 Dues 



 



 
Spring is here! 



 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date: Thursday, April 25, 2024, to Saturday, April 27, 

2024 

Time: All Day 

Location: Texas Motor Speedway - Pate Swap Meet 

Address: 3545 Lone Star Circle 

Fort Worth, TX 76177 

Website: http://www.pateswapmeet.com/ 

 

 

Pate Swap Meet 
 

 

There are now 14 clubs from all over the state that are on the board. The arrangement 

with Good Guys this year is still on track. The parking fee of $10.00 is for both the Pate 

and Good Guys event. Pate will not be charging an entrance fee whereas Good Guys 

will be charging $25 to $35 entrance fee. Good Guys agreed not to have vendors. There 

needs to be more care about the use and occupancy of golf carts and parts haulers due to 

liability issues. Currently there are 8,821 spaces sold. A contract with TMS is set until 

2035. 

http://www.pateswapmeet.com/


ABOUT US 
A Brief History of the PATE Swap Meet 

The Pate Swap Meet started out as the South-Central Swap Meet in 1972 when several car clubs in 

Texas decided that it was too much to keep going all the way up to Pennsylvania to Hershey when we 

could have a swap meet here in Texas. Among the starting members were Dr. Aggie Pate, Russ 

Gruenwald, Barney Calvert and others from the Gulf Coast Region AACA, car club in Houston.  

The “Pate” name is a tribute to Dr. Aggie Pate, founder of the Pate Museum of Transportation near 

Cresson, original home of this annual rite of spring. Pate, president of the Texas Refinery Company that 

owned an employee recreation ranch southwest of Fort Worth, housed his private automobile 

collection in the museum. The inaugural swap meet was held in a rough semi-circle under trees across 

from the museum with about 350 vendors. 

The Pate Swap Meet Association now consists of the 12 largest vintage car clubs in Texas, with the 

event serving the car restoration hobby and the collection of antique, vintage, and notable automobiles, 

and hot rods. Pate Swap Meet is the largest event of its type in the Southwest and second largest in the 

United States. Operations of the Pate Swap Meet have been located at Texas Motor Speedway since 

1998. 

Vendor-wise, the event is organized by street and block and space, allowing visitors to readily locate 

folks eager to deal inventories of the following: New Old Stock (NOS) car parts, Genuine Old Rusty car 

parts, complete (and typically grease-covered) V8 engines, front clips, hoods, grilles, tires, wheels, tools, 

steering wheels, antique and reproduction signs and gas pumps, license plates, emblems, manuals, 

diecast collectibles, assorted clothing and homemade Americana yard art. Motorcycles of various 

makes, and their parts, occupy their own space in the Pate landscape. 

Just think that from a humble 350 vendors and 500 spaces to now over 4,000 vendors and a13,000 

spaces in just 51 years is quite an accomplishment. We have increased our vendor spaces every year we 

have had the swap meet. We started out with just 4 car clubs putting on the meet to now 12 clubs of 

volunteers to keep this running. We have only missed one year since starting and that was 2020 and we 

all know what caused that. 
 

• Date: Thursday, April 25, 2024, to Saturday, April 27, 2024. 

• Time: All Day. 

• Location: Texas Motor Speedway - Pate Swap Meet. 

• Address: 3545 Lone Star Circle. Fort Worth, TX 76177. 

• Website: http://www.pateswapmeet.com/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Participating states turn clocks forward an hour on the second Sunday in March during 
the spring. DST ends on the first Sunday of November in the fall of each year and 
that’s when states turn clocks back an hour. Clocks fall back on Sunday, Nov. 3, 2024. 
Amtrak and the railroads were the main reason clocks change at 2am for DST. There 
were no trains leaving the station at 2am on Sundays in New York City when DST was 
established. Sunday morning at 2am was when they would interrupt the least amount 
of train travel around the country. 
 
Hawaii and parts of Arizona do not participate in DST. The Navajo Nation is the one 
exception in Arizona. The territories of American Samoa, Guam, Northern Mariana 
Islands, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands also do not participate.  
 
States may exempt themselves from observing DST by state law in accordance with 
the Uniform Time Act, as amended. 
 
Despite the Sunshine Protection Act being unanimously approved by the US Senate in 
2022, there is no permanent end in sight. The bill was not signed into law by the US 
House citing other priorities that needed to be addressed before tackling DST. Thus, 
the bill has not been signed into law by President Joe Biden. 
 
DST continues to fall flat with an emphasis on geographical issues rather than political 
party lines. A lot of people would like to not switch back and forth, we should just have 
standard or DST, but then they disagree over which one to enact. And so that’s the 
problem. We need a consensus that if we’re going to have one time, what is it? There 
seems to be no consensus on that. A 2023 version of the Sunshine Protection Act sat 
idle in the US House for the entire year.  
 
Did DST start because of farmers? No, according to almanac.com. “Many Americans 
wrongly point to farmers as the driving force behind DST. In fact, farmers were its 
strongest opponents and, as a group, stubbornly resisted the change from the 
beginning. “When the war ended, the farmers and working-class people who had held 
their tongues began speaking out. They demanded an end to DST, claiming it 
benefited only office workers and the leisure class. The controversy spotlighted the 
growing gap between rural and urban dwellers.” 
 
https://www.indystar.com/story/news/2024/02/29/when-daylight-savings-time-change-
spring-forward-2024-dst-end-permanently-day-light-saving-start/72786329007/ 
 
https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/usa/texas 
 
My opinion, our lawmakers can’t agree on anything, even the time! 
 
 

Here’s what you need to know about Daylight Saving Time in 2024 (DTS) 

https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/usa/texas


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What started as an April Fool’s Day joke ended up as a real-life product popular enough to sell out 
in a day. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              
 

 

 

 

The Steering Wheel 

Nancy Whiddon, Editor 

P. O. Box 3603 

Victoria, TX77903 

************************** 

April 2024 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEN’S TECH SESSIONS 

Every Wednesday morning at 8 a.m. 

Nursery “Cimmaron Crossing” Shell Station. 

 

 

 

 

April 2024 

                            

 

 
 

 


