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Model A Texas Tour

I had a really good time at the 62"¢ Model A Texas Tour in Giddings, which was an opportunity to enjoy our
shared hobby and reconnect with other Model A owners. As the only representative for the VictoriA’s, I was
welcomed and included in the many activities, such as the Welcome Party, the self-guided tours, the closing
banquet, and the best fashion show I have seen in a while. The weather was threatening rain and storms, but
the Lone Star Club went ahead with the plans, and the country road drives were especially nice this time of
year. It was a very nice, well managed tour. If you haven’t been to a Model A Texas Tour, next year will be
your opportunity to attend one in Mineral Wells. Respectively submitted by Gary East
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There were 45 As on the Tour

Mealtime and Gary at the Victoria Model A Club table
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Host hotel & event venue: 940-325-4605

THE CRAZY WATER HOTEL
Promo code: MODELA2026

* DBL QUEEN: 8170 « 2 BEDROOM SUITES: $190
« QUEEN SUITES: $150- 8180 « KING HOSP. SUITES: $300
* KING SUITES: $170 - $190 « PRES. SUITE: $350

This is the early 1900s carousel we saw in Giddings

“Suite” style rooms include a full kitchen & living area
-DISCOUNTED RATES ON WEDNESDAY FOR EARLY BIRD ARRIVALS
-RATES ARE PER NIGHT + TAXES & FEES

Other lodging: Red Lion Inn
940-325-7829 8115/night + taxes & fees
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2025 MAFCA National Tour to the Civil War battlegrounds and Museums

Anita Harris reporting - Day one

After several days of traveling through Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Tennessee, we arrived in
Waynesboro, Virginia last night. Went through some bad weather but the RV and trailer made it just fine.
Our best stop along the way was at the Dumplin Valley Farm where the Dumplin Valley Bluegrass festival
is held in September. Today is registration, driving around Waynesboro, and attending the welcome

banquet this evening. Tomorrow, we start the first drive through the Shenandoah Valley and a visit to
Harper's Ferry
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Under the Hood with...... your Prez, David Harris

Howdy,

As the newsletter is being published, Anita and I are
on the way home from a packed driving adventure
touring the civil war battlefields from Manassas to
Appomattox. What was advertised to be an 800-mile
tour over 7 days turned out to be 1000 miles on my
odometer. Part of our extra mileage was a detour to
visit General Hood’s Texas Brigade Memorial at the
Manassas battleground. Every day was packed with
two to four sites visited. It was a great immersion in
the history that has shaped our nation. Also, an
important part of participating in a Texas or National
tour is the opportunity to visit with old friends and
meet many new ones. As we all see when driving our
A's, there is a tremendous interest in our cars. Every
time we stopped at a park or for gas or lunch, we had
people wanting to talk about our car or tell us a story
about an uncle’s car or a grandfather’s Model A era
mechanic shop. It sure makes you feel good. We also

spent some of the time touring with Robert and Elaine Bullard. They said to tell all of the Victori-
A’s hello. Check out the Victori-A’s Facebook page for photos of the tour.

All of my preparation paid off. We had very few minor issues with our car except that our A/C
quit on the hottest day. [ managed to get it going again that night and Anita was much happier.

Don’t forget our July 5th ice cream social. Gary East will be making homemade ice cream. I am

looking forward to hearing about the Texas Tour.
In the meantime,
Enjoy the Ride in your Model A!

Sincerely,
David



July Birthdays

Steven Thornton 7.15
Joan LaGrega 7.20

-

July Anniversaries

Joe & Suzy Freeman 07.10
Steven & Lorie Thornton 07.15

If I have missed your birthday or anniversary, please let me know
email nkw348@gmail.com

Calendar of Events — Subiect to chanae

July 04 - Independence Day, fly your flag
July 05 — Hot Dogs & ice cream 12 noon at
Gary East’s 9701 Navarro

July 14 - Regular Meeting. (Second Monday)
Casa Jalisco 1706 N Laurent St

5:30pm to eat, 6pm for meeting.

July 19 — Annual Blessing hotel fundraiser
and car show

Men’s Cars & Coffee every Wednesday morning
at 8 a.m. Nursery Shell Station.

—1

Our newsletters are available on our website https://www.victoriamodelaclub.com/

Like us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/VictoriAsFordModelAClub

OFFICERS AND CHAIRPERSONS - 2025

MOTTO: A society which is
dedicated to the

PRESIDENT
David Harris
832.444.4477
wdharris@outlook.com
VICE-PRESIDENT
Gary East
361.935.1660
gghenrichs@suddenlink.net
SECRETARY
Chris Kasper
361-649-1145
c.grahmann@yahoo.com
TREASURER
Wilma Ferry
261.218.2194
wilma@miosjournal.org

TOUR CHAIRMAN
Willie Sanders
361-648-9450
williesanders945@gmail.com
SUNSHINE LADY
Nena Albert
361-220-6320
elizenaalbert@gmail.com
NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Nancy Whiddon
361-648-1961
nkw348@gmail.com
Victori-A’s Website:
https://www.victoriamodelaclub.com/
Webmaster: Anita Harris
361-815-2335
acharris68@gmail.com

restoration and
preservation of the Model
A Ford as manufactured
from 1928 through 1931.

OF AMERICA

Some information contained in
our newsletter may have been
reprinted from other newsletters;
we thank and acknowledge them.

Model A Ford Club of America, 250 S. Cypress St. La Habra, California 90631

Welcome to all our new members. I may not have your
birthday & anniversary date on file. If you do not see it in
the newsletter, please email me nkw348@gmail.com or
text me 361.648.1961. Also, if you have more than one
email, please let me know so all members are able to

receive the newsletter and announcements.
Whiddon, Editor.

Nancy



mailto:c.grahmann@yahoo.com
mailto:nwhiddon@suddenlinkmail.com
https://www.victoriamodelaclub.com/
https://www.victoriamodelaclub.com/
https://www.facebook.com/VictoriAsFordModelAClub




| “Where Are We Going™???

July 05 — Hot Dogs & Ice Cream

Meet at noon at 9701 North Navarro - look for Model
A parked out front

Hot dogs and ice cream

Bring a chair and stay for games after we eat

August 02, 8am. Breakfast at IHOP

September 20th Annual James Kasper Memorial Picnic at Fannin State Park




July 14 Regular Monthly Meeting

July 14 - Regular Meeting. (Second Monday)

Casa Jalisco 1706 N Laurent St

5:30pm to eat, 6pm for meeting.
A A R

2025 Dues
Please pay your $20 local club dues to the Club Treasurer.
Membership in the MAFCA or MARC is not mandatory to join the Victori-A’s, but we do
encourage all members to join one or both. Application forms for these clubs can be obtained
on their website as follows: MAFCA www.mafca.com ($50); MARC www.modelaford.org
($50). You will receive all the national information and opportunities in the enjoyment of your
Model A. You will also receive The Restarer magazine. (MAFCA) or Madel (I News magazine
(marc). Membership does not require the actual possession of a Model “A,” but merely an
interest in the club’s objectives, and a desire to take an active part in club activities.







What you should see in the July/August issue of The Resterer or Medel “U” News

Chapter Report

Some of our members attended our annual Model A
Club Poor Boy Tour. This year it was hosted by the
Houston Piney Wood Model A Club in Schulenburg TX.
From our club we had 3 Model A’s and 10 people in
attendance. We enjoyed touring the back roads and
visiting one of the Painted Churches. Pictured are our
members JR Rusch and Chris Grahmann during one of
the maintenance stops.

Nancy Whiddon
Victori-A’s Model A Ford Club
Victoria, TX

Thanks to all club members and friends for pictures an
info, Un the Read, The Flying Quail, The Ford Squeaks;
Cowtown W for articles and information in this issue of
our newsletter.

Tats

2024 Dues
Please pay your $20 local club dues to the Club Treasurer.
Membership in the MAFCA or MARC is not mandatory to join the Victori-A’s, but we do
encourage all members to join one or both. Application forms for these clubs can be obtained
on their website as follows: MAFCA www.mafca.com ($50); MARC www.modelaford.org
($50). You will receive all the national information and opportunities in the enjoyment of your
Model A. You will also receive The Restarer magazine. (MAFCA) or Medel A News magazine
(marc). Membership does not require the actual possession of a Model “A,” but merely an
interest in the club’s objectives, and a desire to take an active part in club activities.
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Headlamp Plugs and Terminals

As documented in the Ford Service Bulletins, below, a change was made to the headlamp
plugs and terminals around May 1930. It is a small change in the wire connector ends
and the "plug” lengths used with them. If your wiring harness ends and headlamp plugs
are from different times, the connection at the base of your headlights may be too
tight to connect (frustrating) or too loose to make a good connection (frustrating, as
well). See discussion below and adjust the plug dimension as required.

L L um SOLDER TVPE TERMIMAL
TERMWIN FOR SERVICE Asl8481-C

Fig. 909

Due to the difference in the length of the
old and new =ztvle terminals and headlamp
plugs. the old style plugs cannot be used with
the new design terminals, or the old terminals
with the new plug.

After present stocks are exhausted, when
calls are received for an old style plug, supply
the new design plug, together with spacer
CHANGE IN HEADLAMP PLUGS washer A-14601-R. This spacer washer is

AND TERMINALS

approximately % * thick and compensates for

A change has been made in the headlamp the difference in length between the old and
plugs and the headlamp wire terminals. new 5“.-1,3 plugs. Fig. 910 shows how the
The new plug A-14384-D is approximately washer is installed.
9/168" long and is made from red rubber. N
The old plug, which has been obsoleted, was Yie

54" long and was made from Mack rubber.

The new headlamp wire terminals are of the
clinch-on type. They are approximately 1,/16*
langer than the old design which has been
obsoleted (see Fig. B08).

As special equipment is required to assemble
the new design terminals to the headlamp
wires, the terminals will not be sold through
service, If an occasion should arise where it
was necessary to replace one of the new
terminals, use terminal A-14481-C for making
the replacement; this terminal can be in-
stalled by hand. Also alter present stocks of

COMDUIT FERRULE

the old design A-14459 terminals are ex- -
hausted, supply terminal A-14461-C for re- MW aaan
placements. Fig. 908 shows these terminals. Fig. 910

So, when you are assembling your headlights and the conduits do not want to make a
good connection at the base, check the dimensions above and get plugs to match.

Have a Model A Day!
Jim



The Tunic Dress and Skirt — A 1930-1931 Design Feature

Diann Eason

Model A Ford Club of Colorado

Trying to describe your era fashion can be a real struggle. You want to be unique in your wording while
describing accurately the design characteristic.

While peplums, tiers, flounces, and panels are seen in the dresses, evening wear, and occasional suits in
1928 through 1931, the tunic dress and skirt were also seen in 1930-1931. :’
13

P
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The tunic with its elongated lines gave a slenderizing effect to the feminine
silhouette. In the dress the tunic starts at the shoulder seams and falls past
waistline to below the knee. A belt often gathered the fabric slightly below
the natural waistline resulting in a relaxed bodice. The tunic provides
flowing shapes emphasizing a relaxed and feminine look

e

The tunic skirt was also seen as a simple second layer of fabric falling from
the waist to a length approximately two thirds to three fourths of the hem o’
of the under skirt. A more elegant or interesting tunic skirt might include e <

: : EeaE —C
gathers, box pleats, flares, angles, tucks, and bias-cut draping layer. ot
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Elaborate decorations such as beads, embroidery, and lace are often seen
on the tunic layer.

Fabric weight and occasion are important considerations when designing a
tunic. Summer or lighter weight chiffons, silks, the tunic design would be
seen most often in afternoon, evening, and formal attire for women.

A printed canton afternoon dress with a pleated and flounced mid-length tunic

References:

1. Style Source, September 22, 1930

2. Les Grandes Modes de Paris, 1930

3. Chic Parisien, 1930

4. Woman's World, February 1931

5. Needlecraft. March 1931

6. Weldon’s Ladie’s Journal, January 1931



Borrowed from Jfe CQuail The Austin A’s Newsletter

Let’s go for a Ride
by Sharon Koncak

June Touring News
Anita Harns from the Victoria As has given us the date for the Autumn A tour. Mark your calendars!

Dates: October 24-26
Where: Seguin, Texas
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Tips from “the Know™

from Techmical Editor by Ponl Koncak

Technically Spesking XIT

Model &'y are like dops...they like to mark their territory. And they do o practically
everywhere they po. Dogs are a littls more discreet in that they do not mark one of the
owner's best friend's driveway. Model &'s have noy shame or regard for a very nice clean
drive way, gazrage Soor or even a well manicured lawn. They just drop it where they are.
But Model A's can be “tangkt™ mot to do that. Or at l=ast to redoce their area somewhat.

Model &'s (mark) or leak odl for variows reasons. Some of them are very easy obvioas.
Like the drain plug iz loo==. And very easy to correct. Others are not =o obvions and ot
=g easy to fix. We conld have 2 contest to see how many ways 2 Model A conld leak odl.
Ferhaps in days gone by there has besn goes. We had an ofl leaking contest oo ope of oar
Autumn A Tears. It was fun [ don't recall which Model a won it or who the owner was.

The most common place they drop the oil from is at the bomom of the Flrwhes]l Howsing.
Diown there whers the hugpes Cotter Exy is. Wives tales bas it that Hesry planned ot that
way. He wanted the oil that leaked oat of the rear main bearing to drop down oo the
Radin=s Rod Ball to keep it lubricated. If that was ki=s plan, kistory has proved that hee
idea was very effective.

Of cours=e 2 bad pan gasket or fromt ol seal will caese them to drop. Mot too hard to fix
bt it's real messy.

On the more technical =side, the little snmines crankcase needs to “breathe™. Pressure can
build up in the oil pan and tappet area whick will aild o 2 point where the oil i3 forced
out the path of lea=t resistance. Tow gaessed it the rear main bearing. At least two
thing= can cause the pressure to rise rufficent to cazse the leak. One iz the baffles in the
04l Filler Pipe. On many cccasions they have been bent mearly closed by 2 well meaning
shadetres mechanic. That was done to ixy to stop the cankcase blow-by from spraying
(oil) all ower the fitewall or to =top the smell of hot cil from entering the passenser
compartment. For whatever his reason it was not a2 good idea. The other source of the
problem is a little mors difficalt to understand and might come 2= 2 surprises to the one
wha dizcovers it. Over the years many replacement parts have been marketed to
mohsttuate for the original equipments parts. That incledes the Breather Cap that fit on top
of the Ol Filler Pipe. The oniginal cap was buailt 3o that when pressed fully down om the
pips it woald not interfere with crankcase breathine. Howewer, some of the replacement
cape wers not made exactly as the orizinal and therefore will causs pressure to build ap in
the pan and now we see 3 re-epactment of the Valdez incident. And, enter the shadetres
mechanic again and he will put just abowt anything in the top of the cap to prevent
“something”. . what ever. The result iz a big spot of o1l under the car.

So, if pour Model A is marking its spot, ke a look atound at the most ohvious srzrces
and you may =et lucky and =low it to a walk.

[ dide't mean to pick o shadetres mechanics. The title jost seemed to £t

Go har your Model A (and cdean up whers it marks)
Fanl



Borrowed from Chaxter Oak Viealia CA & Happy Fenkers Portertield CA Newsletter

TECH FOR YOUR MODEL A FORD

Yesting Your

Radiateor with
Thermal (maging

By Paul Shinn

It's easy to confirm the
flow through your radiator

uch has been written abour Model A
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Continued From Last Page

Phato 4, The camera screen's imoge of the radator Photeo 6. You can immediately spot any
of my up-to-tempercture 1930 Coupe tubes thet are obstructed or clogged

the front of a Model A that is ruaning, or has just ran, and  degrees F. This is because air i removiag heat from the
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Our American Flag
Nothing disturbs me maore than

sezing our American Flog discol-
ored, cannibalized and used insen-
sitively and most ignorantly as o
"message board” with the Tocus on
dmwing attention to special inter-
est groups and their agendas. Our
American flag is the most beauti-
ful flog ever flown. Our honored
red,\mife and blue need not be
discolored with pinks, browns, or-
es, purples, silvers, blacks and
- other colors and designs... sadly,
\ some are of the cartoonish nature.

'| I was taught in elementary school

. just what our flag represents. The
red stripe was for the blood our people—military and civilian—spilled on battle-
fields in defense of our frezdoms. white stripe was for the bandages which
held the bodies of cur wounded defenders together. The blue sky above remind-
ed us that above us all is the ever-present power of owr religious faiths—in
which our nation collectively believes and has been recognized by our founding
fathers. The stars above, equal in size, were arranged in a high regard for each
of our states, their people and their united importance and purpose.

I enjoy seeing the many dif ferent flags throughout my country. Our military has
sacrificed ond died for our freedom to fly all kinds of flogs—municipal, religious,
athletic, medical, floral, and flags representing our peoples' ethnic ounds
from a host of foreign lands. But T oppose having them infused into the glory and
ma jesty our American red, white ar lue holds. Our flcc? flies alone, above, high
above all others, with the love and respect it has eame

I was also tought in elementary school that my country is not, and has never
been, a "perftect country”. But I was reminded often enough that this is the
"best country”. After all, how many of us Americans have emigrated from our
country to return and live on the continents of our ancestors? That number re-
mains so miniscule, so small, that it cannot be calculated.

When people refuse to rise in honor of our American flag, they exhibit the fact
that they cannot rise above their own historical ignorance. Do they not know
that the first drop of red blood on our flog was #\nt of Crispus Attucks, an Afni-
can American skilled tradesman in Boston who died at the Boston Massacre,
which led to our War of Independence? How could they not rise, how could they

not respect his socnifices as one people, united under God .
- Model A Ford Club of New Jersey




Our 1928-1931 Fords were NOT Henry’s First Model “A™!

Yep! The first Model A Ford was built by the Ford Motor
Company in 1903, not 1928! Let’s start with a little history
lesson.

In 1895, Henry Ford was working as the chief engineer for
the Edison llluminating Company in Detroit, Michigan. In a
small workshop behind his home, he pursued his ambitious
hobby to develop a horseless carriage.

On June 4, 1896, with the help of several friends, Henry put
the finishing touches on his ethanol powered motor and
completed his first automobile which he called a
“Quadricycle.”

His Quadricycle, with a two cycle engine producing four
horsepower, had only two forward gears and could achieve 20
mph. It had a 3 gallon fuel tank, no brakes, and was tiller
steered.

For the next seven years, Henry experimented with other
engines and, in 1903, with the help of some financial backers,
established The Ford Motor Company. Their first
automobile to be produced was the 1903 Model A Ford.

The 1903 Ford Model A came as a two seater runabout,
selling for $800, and as a tfour seater tonneau model for
$900. An optional top was also available for each model. All
were painted red !

The engine had two cylinders, produced 8 hp and could
reach a top speed of 28 mph. This Model A had two forward
speeds and one reverse, had rear wheel band brakes, and
the engine was situated in the middle of the car. Ford made
and sold 1,750 of this Model A between 1903 and 1904.

During the years 1903 through 1907, The Ford Motor
Company produced the Models A, B, C, F, K, N, Rand S. The
advancements of each of these led to production of the
famous Model T Ford in 1908, which remained in production
through 1927! In 1928, our new Model A’s were born.

Question: Why did Henry’s company follow the Model T
with a car that was agaln named the Model “A” Ford?
Because, Ford said, it was such a significant departure from
the previous Model T. He wanted to "wipe the slate clean" and
start anew, returning to the beginning of the alphabet with the
new model.

—by Tom Dodd

1908 four zsater Tonneau
Model A Ford

1903 two 2aater Runabout
Modsl A Ford

The Original Model A Ford

In thus preduse 1o the lelt, Henvy Ford
proudly cisplays his Ford Motor Company's
fest produetion car— the 1903 Model A
Ford

Adviancing theough the alphabol, Ford
eventually eireled around and procuced our
comparalively modern new Mode! A in 1026

Check out the MAFCA Webalte! >
Wyw,mafca.com




“Taxi™ 1n

EN years ago Mr. J. K. Gold,

a graduate of the University of

Wisconsin, found himself in
~hina with 2 desire to keep himself
asy and, if passible, to make some
noney.

With this urge he decided that
ransportation was an activity with a
uture so, from various sources, he
:athered together fifteen old touring
ars and established himself in 2 mod-
st taxi and car-hire business,

It proved to be a capital idea for,
vithout presenting all of the subse-
uent history of the enterprise, we
an now report that the company,
nown as Ford Hire Service, now is
he largest taxicab company in China,
vith a growing fleet of 100 cars and
mployinz 300 people.

Until the arrival in China of the
vIodel A, use was made of Model T
fords exclusively. But the company
s always up-to-date in its operations
nd is now replacing its former fleet
vith Model A chasses. The bodies are
onstructed in the shops of the com-
any and are built of a special wood
mported from the Philippines.

Herewith we show one of the com-

pleted taxicabs as well as a Model A
fleet recently completed, and which
will be followed by nine similar
groups to complete ten units required
for the service. While the company

Shanghai Means “Ford”

has several branches the main office is
located at 77 Route Vallon, Shanghai.
Mr. R. W. Brewer, manager, was
kind enough to send us the facts and
photographs,

Oue of the Popular Chinese Cabs Mounted on the

Ford Chassis
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Men’s Cars & Coffee
Every Wednesday morning at 8 a.m.
Nursery “Cimmaron Crossing” Shell Station.

OF AMERICA,

MAFCA MARC




